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El Nino is really helping Oregon and 
California with moisture! Luckily up 
high it has been in the form of snow, 
our local Mt. Ashland Ski Resort is 
showing a snow base on the lower 
mountain of 63” and upper mountain at 
96”. This is a huge improvement over 
the past two season. The drought in 
Western Oregon is officially over.  
The snow is also great for the local 
snowmobilers, if they can get around all 
the downed trees. We have our fingers 
crossed that these storms will also bring 
snow to rest of the parched west.  
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 “This time of year we always get questions that stem from fuel problems. Diesel needs to be treated for 
cold weather. Diesel engines must be able to turn over quickly to build the compression necessary to combust the 
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article on winter fuel.”  
 Diesel fuel needs to be winterized.  Why?  Diesel fuels contain paraffin (wax) which causes it to gel as it 
cools, leading to possible engine failure.  No one wants to have a stalled vehicle in frigid temperatures.  Number 1 
(1D) and Number 2 (2D) are the primary fuels for most diesel applications.  During warmer months, 2D, consid-
ered a summer-grade fuel.  As the weather cools, distributors change the mixture of the fuel to a “winter blend” or 
“winterized blend” of 2D and 1D.   
 As the seasons change, it is a good idea to check the fuel grade, as well as the cetane rating on the pump. 
The higher the cetane number, the easier the diesel vehicle will start in cold weather. 
 Note:  There is a difference between “winter diesel” and “winterized diesel.”  Fuel stations in cold areas in 
the northern U.S. offer two kinds of winter diesel fuel. Number 2 diesel is mixed with number 1 kerosene in the 
gas station to make winter blend. Number 2 diesel treated with additives by the supplier is known as winterized 
diesel. Most fuel stations offer winterized diesel instead of winter diesel because it can be less expensive to make.  
However, some offer both kinds to let consumers decide for themselves.  For newer vehicles with the latest tech-
nologies, winterized diesel containing the proper additives is preferable. 
 Lastly, if a fleet has switched over to bio-diesel, it can’t use the same fuel treatment with bio-diesel as it 
does with diesel, as the “cloud points” are different, and it reacts differently with fuel system components.  Bio-
diesel, just like diesel,  does gel in cold weather but the exact temperature at which it will gel depends on what it 
was made from. The fuel will gel at around the same temperature as the oil or fat that was used to make it. There-
fore, those using biodiesel you will need to pay attention to the cloud and gel points of the fuel purchased. A repu-
table supplier of high-quality biodiesel should have this information readily available to you. 
 First is the cloud point which is the point at which paraffin wax just begins to precipitate out of the fuel. 
The fuel will start to become cloudy but the actual temperature can vary somewhat.  
 Second is the pour point which is also referred to as the gel point.  This is the point at which so much wax 
precipitates out of the fuel that it no longer flows.  The gel point is generally ten to fifteen degrees below the cloud 
point. 
  “We put diesel engines in Tuckers Sno-Cat® vehicles because of the torque over gasoline engines but they 
can be more of a challenge to start in really cold weather. Running winter or winterized fuel is the first thing you 
should do, the next biggest thing would be to plug in the vehicle which will add some heat to the system and help 
it start easier.  
 If you discover that the fuel is frozen then you will need to remove the fuel filters (the filters are usually the 
first things to freeze) and pour in a product designed to melt the ice crystals ( i.e. Diesel 911by Power Service). 
Make sure the filters are filled completely, also use absorbent cloth to prevent any spills. At this time also add the 
suggested amount of additive to your fuel tank. 
 Warming your hydraulic oil is another important step before starting your trip. For the past several years 
we have been using an external heating element attached to the hydraulic tank, so if you can keep your vehicle 
plugged in then that will help. Vehicle with tillers can speed the heating process by raising the tiller and running 
it at about 30%, vehicle w/o tillers can run the blade function or other implements to help.  
 Another thing to check is to make sure your terra tracks have their inside ice scrappers attached, these are 
designed to keep snow from building on top of the axle tubes. The 175” tracks have 2 per track and the 200” have 
3, all spaced evenly”.  
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2013 1642E Tier 4i AG 
Farm Fenders & Cat Walks 

2013 2000E Tier 4i 5-Pass 
12-Way Blade & Tiller  

   38” Tucker Rubber Bar Tracks          
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MODEL 2000E-26-6 
 
-200” Long Track 
-173 HP Cummins 
-Allison Transmission 
-10’  12-Way Blade 
-Air Lockers 
-Brush Guards 
-100 Gallon Fuel Tank 
-Rear Hydraulics 
-Setup For Grooming Drag 
-5 Pass Conversion Option 
-Legal Width Load 
-1891 Hours 
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We are looking for the right buyer to appreciate this one of a kind, factory ground-up restoration 
with a few improvements. Please call for pricing. 

 


